MODEL RISK ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENT FORM
Youth’s Name: ______________________________________    


DOB: _____/______/______ 

Race:   1.  Caucasian     2.  African-American     3.  Hispanic     4.  Other: _________       Gender:   1. Male      2. Female
Probation Officer Completing Form: _______________________    
Date Form Completed: ______/______/______

Most Serious Current Offense (circle one): 1.  Felony Person    2.  Misd. Person    3.  Property    4. Weapons   5.  Drugs      

 




       6. Public Order    7.  Violation of Probation    8.  Status Offense    9.  Other

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Score
1.
Age at First Referral to Juvenile Court Intake 

a.    16 or older
-1


b.    14 or 15
0

c.    13 or younger
2
________

2. 
Total Number of Referrals to Intake  (NOTE:  Do not count number of complaints.  Count separate referral 
dates for CHINS and Delinquency and enter number here: ______)



a.    One
-1

b.    Two or Three
0

c.    Four or more
2
________

3.
Total Referrals for Violent/Assaultive Offenses (NOTE: count separate referral dates; enter number here: ______)


a.    None 
0

b.    One or more
1
________

4.
Number of Prior Out-of-Home Placements
a.    None
0

b.    One
1

c.    Two or more
2
________

5. 
School Discipline/Attendance During the Prior 12 Months
a.    Enrolled, attending regularly, no suspensions; or, graduated or GED
-1

b.    Some truancy; suspended 1-2 times; considered somewhat disruptive
 1

c.    Major truancy or dropped out; suspended 3+ times; considered seriously disruptive
2
________

6.
Substance Abuse
a.    No problem or experimentation only
0

b.    Use sometimes interferes with functioning
1

c.    Use frequently interferes with functioning; chronic abuse; dependency
2
________

7.
Peer Relationships



a.    Friends provide positive influence
-1

b.    Some delinquent friends with negative influence
0

c.    Most friends are delinquent; strong negative influence
2

d.    Gang member/associate
3
________

8.
Victim of Child Abuse or Neglect (based on report to child welfare agency, substantiated or not)



a.    No
0

b.    Yes
1
________

9.
Parental Supervision
a.    Parental supervision and discipline usually effective; youth usually obeys rules; minor, sporadic


conflict
0

b.    Parental supervision often ineffective or inconsistent; frequent parent-child conflict
1

c.    Little or no parental supervision/discipline; or constant conflict; youth usually disobeys
2
________

10.
Parent/Sibling Criminality
a.    No parents/guardians or siblings incarcerated or on probation during past three years
0

b.    Parent/guardian or sibling incarcerated or on probation during past three years
1
________

11.
Total Score



Risk Level:  ______ - 4 to -1 Low Risk        ______ 0 to 4 Medium Risk        ______ 5 to 8 High Risk        ______ 9+ Very High Risk
MODEL  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RISK INSTRUMENT DEFINITIONS
1.   Age at First Referral to Juvenile Court Intake - Determine the youth’s age at the time he/she was first referred to intake for a delinquent or status offense.  Do not include referrals for dependency or custody.  The outcome (e.g., diverted, petitioned) of the first referral does not matter.

2.   Total Number of Referrals to Intake - This is a count of the number of different DATES that the youth has been referred to juvenile court for a delinquent or status offense.  If a youth was referred on one date for three different offenses, or multiple counts related to one offense, this is still considered one referral. (Note – this definition can be changed by the local agency, but there needs to be clarity about what exactly is being counted – dates, incidents, charges, etc. and all staff need to count the same things in the same way).
3.   Total Referrals for Violent Offenses - this is a count of all referral DATES in which one or more allegations were for violent offenses.  Be sure to count any and all referrals for violent offenses that occurred up to the date of the current disposition (even if they have not yet been adjudicated or disposed of).  Violent offenses include all offenses against persons that are assaultive in nature including felony and misdemeanor assaults, kidnapping, murder, armed robbery and robbery, car jacking, sexual assaults, etc.  Burglary and weapons possession are not a violent offense. (Note: again, the local jurisdiction can change: 1) how a “referral” is counted and, 2) what is considered a “violent offense”, but all staff must count the same things in the same way.
4.  Number of Prior Out of Home Placements – this is a count of the number of times the court has previously ordered an out of home placement as a result of a delinquent or status offense. Include commitments to group homes, correctional facilities, residential treatment centers and post dispositional detention. Do not include pre-dispositional stays in detention, informal placements with relatives or foster care placements as a result of child abuse and neglect.
5.  School Discipline/Attendance during the prior 12 months - this is a combined measure of the youth’s school attendance and/or behavior.

Enrolled, attending regularly, no suspensions – during the past year, the youth has been enrolled in school, attended regularly (fewer than 5 days truant), has not been suspended and is not considered a discipline problem by school officials. Include here any youth who graduated or obtained a GED.

Some truancy, or suspended 1-2 times or considered somewhat disruptive – during the past year the youth has been enrolled in school, but has missed 5 -15 days of school due to truancy, OR has been suspended from school on 1-2 occasions due either to truancy or behavior problems, OR is considered somewhat disruptive by school officials.

Major truancy or dropped out; suspended 3+ times or considered seriously disruptive - during the past year the youth has been enrolled in school, but has missed more than 15 days of school due to truancy, OR was not in school due to dropping out or expulsion; OR has been suspended from school on 3 or more occasions due either to truancy or behavior problems, OR is considered a major discipline problem by school officials. (Note: the definition of how many truancies constitutes “some” vs. a “major” problem can be determined by the local agency. The same is true for the number of suspensions.)

6.   Substance Abuse - indicate the degree to which drug/alcohol (D/A) involvement has affected the youth’s functioning in the year prior to the current disposition.  

No Problem/Experimentation: no use or occasional use that does not result in disruption of functioning. Uses less than once per month; OR more frequently, but relationships with parents not strained over use or involvement with using peers; AND no school problems associated with use; AND no arrests for D/A related offenses within the past year.
Use sometimes interferes with functioning: use of substances is associated with some disruption of functioning.  Family relationships may have become strained over use; OR the youth often associates with substance abusing peers and this has had a negative impact on family, school or community functioning; OR some deterioration in school performance believed to be D/A related; OR 1-2  school disciplinary actions related to substance abuse; OR 1-2 substance abuse-related arrests in the past year; OR any referral in past year for out-patient treatment for D/A abuse. 
Use frequently interferes with functioning; chronic abuse; dependency - use of substances is associated with significant disruption of functioning.  Family relationships have become strained over use; OR the youth’s primary peer group is substance abusers and this has had a negative impact on family, school or community functioning; OR major deterioration in school performance believed to be D/A related; OR 3 or more school disciplinary actions related to substance abuse; OR 3 or more substance abuse-related arrests in the past year; OR any referral in past year for in-patient treatment for D/A abuse; OR admitted or diagnosed dependency.

7.   Peer Relationships - use the definitions below to guide scoring of this item.

Friends provide positive support and influence: friends not known to be delinquent or to have influenced youth’s involvement in delinquent behavior; no more than one referral involving co-defendants within the past year.
Some delinquent peers: some companions involved in delinquent behavior; has had co-defendants in two-three arrests in past year and/or some friends have been referred to juvenile court. 

Mostly delinquent peers/gang member: primary peer group has a strong delinquent orientation and/or most friends have been referred to juvenile court, and/or four or more arrests involving codefendants in the past year.
Gang member/associate - youth is a gang or posse member or affiliate.
8.  Victim of Child Abuse or Neglect - indicate whether the youth was ever referred to DHR as a victim of child abuse or neglect. It does not matter if the allegation was founded, unfounded, or reason to suspect.

9. Parental Supervision - use the definitions below to determine the nature and extent of parental supervision.

No Problem: parental supervision, discipline and control is consistent and usually effective. Any conflict with parents over discipline reflects a degree of conflict that would be expected with any teenager.

Some Problem: Parent-child conflict occurs occasionally and at times is disruptive, OR parental discipline and control are sometimes ineffective or inconsistent.

Major Problem: problems severely inhibit the youth’s ability to function.  Parent-child conflict occurs consistently and creates turmoil, OR repeated instances of family violence involving the youth, OR parental discipline and control are almost non-existent, OR parents contribute to youth’s delinquency OR parent rejects or refuses responsibility for youth.  
10.  Parent/Sibling Criminality - this item asks whether a parent figure, or sibling, or both were on probation/parole or incarcerated during the three years prior to the current disposition.  Incarcerated means sentenced to incarceration (do not include pre-trial jail or detention).  Parent figure includes natural parents, step-parents and live-in boyfriends/girlfriends.  Do not include aunts, uncles, or other relatives unless they are caretakers/parent figures.


