
August 2022 Newsletter

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

This month will be the culmination of a long busy Summer at DYS.  We look 
forward to the completion of the construction on Mt. Meigs and occupying 
the much needed new space.  Each of our schools will prepare for the 
beginning of a new school year and we will welcome a new DYS School 
Superintendent.  The superintendent search by the Alabama Association of 
School Boards (AASB) has presented DYS with 5 qualified candidates and the 
1st round of interviews has gone very well.  This month we will say goodbye 
to Dr. Richardson as he retires from state service and looks to the future for 
new professional opportunities and personal adventures.  I thank him for his 
years of service to this department.

We are combining the DYS June and September Board Meetings into an 
August meeting on August 26th.  We will have an abbreviated business 
meeting of the DYS and School Boards to facilitate a tour of the new 
buildings on Mt. Meigs for DYS Board Members.

The articles in this newsletter highlight some of the many things we have 
to celebrate about the good work we are doing at DYS.  We recognize that 
there remains many challenges that we must navigate to fulfill the Mission 
and Vision of this department.  In a previous newsletter, I mentioned that 
as a department we would experience significant changes this year.  We are 
in the middle of those changes.  It hasn’t been easy, but I am confident with 
persistence and hard work, we will move closer to successfully completing 
the goals of our agency.

Thank you for all that you do. 

Steve Lafreniere
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MISSION:  To be a life changing resource for youth involved in the justice system by 
providing quality educational opportunities, services, and supports to reduce reoffending, 
improve positive outcomes, strengthen families, and enhance community safety. 

To connect with youth involved in the justice system and to 
change the trajectory of their lives. 
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DYS Highlights

Mt. Meigs Campus Celebrates the Class of 2022! 

On Friday, July 1st, the Mt. Meigs Campus celebrated 
the success of the Wallace School graduates.  The 
Class of 2022 included eight students who received 
their high school diploma and six students who 
received their GED.  The graduation ceremony 
included an opening processional, the Pledge of 
Allegiance and welcome by student T.E., invocation 
by Pastor Fred Lowery, and introduction of the guest 
speaker by student D.T.  The honored guest speaker 
for the event was the District Attorney for Jefferson 
County, Mr. Danny Carr. Mr. Carr has served as the 
D.A. for Jefferson County since November 2018.  

Following the remarks from District Attorney Carr, 
the students were presented with their diplomas 
and finalized the event with a recessional and 
reception.  Family members were invited to attend 
this special day.  DYS is very proud of the youth who 
graduated this month!   



DYS Highlights

DYS Participates in Job Fairs and Hosts On-Site Hiring 
Event at the Vacca Campus 

On Saturday, July 9th, DYS Central Office staff and staff from the Autauga and Mt. Meigs Campuses 
went to the Vacca Campus to assist them with their first on-site hiring event.  The staff provided 
tours of the campus to individuals interested in employment. 

In addition to the on site hiring event, DYS also participated in two job fairs in July.  On July 22nd,  
DYS staff attended the Putting Alabama to Work Job Fair at the Birmingham Jefferson Civic Center, 
and on July 27th, DYS staff attended the Auburn University at Montgomery Career Fair.  DYS 
spoke with individuals about the many employment opportunities available.  DYS will continue to 
participate in job fairs throughout the year and encourage those interested in working with youth to 
apply.  We are grateful to the DYS staff who volunteer to assist us in our efforts to recruit additional 
staff for the agency.  

 

Vacca On-Site Hiring Event 



DYS Highlights

DYS Participates in a Pilot Project to Issue Non-Driver’s 
License State Identifications to Youth

DYS has partnered with Dr. Hollie Cost, Assistant Vice President of Auburn University Outreach 
and Public Service, and Ms. Tori Ho, Graduate Assistant from Auburn University, to participate 
in a pilot project that assists DYS youth with obtaining a non-driver’s license state identification 
card.  The DYS project is part of a larger pilot program aimed at providing adults in the correctional 
system with a non-driver identification card prior to release.  Ms. Alesia Allen and Ms. Angie Toney 
serve as the DYS representatives for the larger pilot program and have participated in a number of 
meetings facilitated by the David Mathews Center for Civic Life.  The meetings have also included  
representatives from the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency, the Shelby County Jail, the Alabama 
Department of Corrections, and the Alabama Department of Public Health, the Alabama Board 
of Pardons and Paroles, the Administrative Office of Courts, reentry organizations, and formerly 
incarcerated individuals.  

The pilot project for DYS is led by Ms. Bridget McDonald and Ms. Tonya Wilson on the Mt. 
Meigs Campus. They serve as the facilitators and coordinators for youth to obtain their state 
identification card. To date, DYS has issued 39 state IDs to youth in our custody, including 4 female 
youth participating in the Rite of Passage Program.  DYS is very excited to participate in this 
project because it will assist youth in obtaining the needed documentation for future employment, 
enrollment in post-secondary education, future housing, establishing bank accounts, and many 
other areas.  After this pilot is complete, it is the Department’s intent to establish a process that 
will incorporate ID obtainment as a standard part of Institutional Services programing and within 
community contract programs as applicable.

A Special Thank You to All Who Have Helped! 
Pictured left to right: Holley Cook, ALEA; Chief John Archer, ALEA; 
Officer Rueben Hill, Mt. Meigs Campus; Bridget McDonald, Mt. Meigs 
Campus; Lakeisha Kemp, ALEA; Hollie Cost, Auburn University; 
Angie Toney, DYS Central Office; Tonya Wilson, Mt. Meigs Campus; 
Rufus Washington, ALEA; and Tori Ho, Auburn University. 

Mt. Meigs Youth Participate in Art Contest to Celebrate the Fourth of July 

First Place:     Harris A Dorm
Second Place:  D&EB Dorm
Third Place:     Paige C Dorm

Honorable Mention:

Phyfer A, Booker, Harris B, CAP, Trustee, and Paige D Dorms


